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Paradigm shift

?

From: Building in Nature

Via: Building of Nature

To: Building with Nature



Building with Nature solutions
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Implications for ecologists / engineers

• Be prepared to work in truly multi-disciplinary teams
• Rely on your technical/ecological expertise
• Consider the wider project scope to operate effectively
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Building with Nature consortium 

Boskalis
Van Oord
Arcadis
DHV
Witteveen en Bos
Royal Haskoning
IHC Merwede
Vereniging van Waterbouwers 
Deltares
Imares
Alterra
Technische Universiteit Delft
Wageningen Universiteit
Universiteit Twente
NIOZ en NIOO
Gemeente Dordrecht
Havenbedrijf Rotterdam
Ministerie van I&M – DGW
Rijkswaterstaat.

Budget 2008-2012 ~ 30 mln euro (50:50 public funding / partner contributions) 



Program objectives

1. Develop ecosystem knowledge enabling ‘Building 
with Nature (BwN)’

2. Establish how to bring the BwN‐concept forward in 
society and make it happen

3. Develop scientifically sound design rules and norms
4. Develop expertise to apply the BwN‐concept
5. Make the concept tangible using practical BwN‐

examples



Building with Nature booklet

www.ecoshape.nl



Main deliverable: BwN Design Guideline (wiki)



Program for today

• Building with Nature: Introduction
• Lessons Learned 2008-2012 (Huib de Vriend)
• Assessment of dredging-induced turbidity (Walter Jacobs)
• Building with Ecosystem Engineers (Martin Baptist)
• Outlook 2013-2017 (Stefan Aarninkhof)


